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Alternative Practicum Request Letter: Appendix A

March, 2010

Dear Community Partner,

This letter is to request your permission to host one of our Teacher Candidates in your organization for an Alternative Practicum Placement. As the Director of the Nipissing University, Brantford campus, Concurrent Education program, offered in partnership with Laurier University in Brantford, I would like to thank you for this opportunity to describe our program and the Alternative Practicum component. Students of the Laurier-Nipissing Concurrent Education program will graduate after five years with an Honours Bachelor of Arts degree in Contemporary Studies and a Bachelor of Education degree. The practicum component of the teacher education program consists of two parts: 1) twenty weeks of practice teaching in traditional school classrooms with certified teachers and 2) an Alternative Practicum Placement of 120 hours in a non-traditional teaching/learning setting.

Our Teacher Candidates in year four of the program will complete the 120 hours of the Alternative Practicum Placement in the time period of May 2010 to May 2011. The 120 hours can be completed in any configuration of hours. A placement in your setting will allow our future educators to utilize the skills that they have developed in our program and further develop new understandings and skills from experiences with your organization.  

Each Teacher Candidate is responsible for procuring their own placement using the forms provided and indicating the name of the supervisor. The supervisor of the placement needs to agree to monitor the Teacher Candidate and complete a final evaluation. The Practicum Office of Nipissing University, Brantford campus, can be contacted if a concern arises in the placement. 
Thank you in advance for your consideration of this request to host a Teacher Candidate. We trust that each future educator will be an exemplary participant and a valuable asset to your organization.

Sincerely,
Dr. Maria Cantalini Williams

Director, Concurrent Education Program 

mariac@nipissingu.ca
50 Wellington Street, Brantford: www.nipissingu.ca/brantford

519-752-1524: Director-ext 7501, Practicum Office- ext. 7502
