
Identify 
Material

Human 
Blood, Bodily 
Fluids or 
Tissues

BSO will 
contact you 

with required 
actions. 

Permit may 
be required.

Aquatic, Plant, Fungal, or Animal 
Pathogen, OR                                                       

Animal products or by-products

Human 
Pathogens or 
Toxins

Biosafety Permit Decision Process

Determine 
Risk Group?

Determine 
Risk Group?

Risk Group 1 
Material

Risk Group 2 
Material

Risk Group 3 
or above

STOP!

Risk Group 1 
Material

Risk Group 2 
Material

Greater 
than   
10 L?

Yes

CFIA or PHAC 
compliance letter may 
be required. BSO will 

be in contact. 

Follow good microbiological 
practices and aseptic 

techniques – No permit is 
required, and open bench 

work is permitted

No

Submit 
Biohazard 

Permit 
Application to 

BSO

Submit Biohazard 
Permit Application 

to BSO

Submit 
Biohazard Permit 

Application  to 
BSO

Soil

Are you collecting 
soil from outside the 
area and/or are you 
culturing it and/or 

are you using 
techniques that 

would aerosolize it?

Yes

No
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