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OSAP & Financial Support for Students with Disabilities

The Ontario Student Assistance Program (OSAP) provides funding for postsecondary students with financial need to help support their educational costs.  OSAP also provides supplementary funding for students with disabilities to help cover additional disability-related educational expenses (see below).  
We, Student Accessibility Services (SAS) at Nipissing, recommend that you consider completing the Full-time (or Part-time, if applicable) OSAP application to see if you may be eligible for disability-related funding to help cover additional disability-related educational costs that you may have such as tutoring, note taking support, or assistive technology.  To qualify, you must demonstrate at least $1 of financial need.
When you apply for OSAP online, you can self-identify as a student with a permanent disability by checking off a box on the form.  You will need to provide documentation of your disability to OSAP, using the Disability Verification Form which will be available online during your application process.
SAS will also require documentation of your disability in order to approve your bursary applications (see bursary information below).
What are Disability-Related Educational Expenses?
The 2021-2022 OSAP Bursary for Students with Disabilities (BSWD) and Canada Student Grant for Services and Equipment for Students with Permanent Disabilities (CSG-PDSE) Policy Manual outlines the following criteria:
The Financial Aid Office may approve only expenses that: 
· are eligible expenses as set out in the manual
· are related to the individual’s disability; 
· are appropriate for the student’s unique needs based on the recommendations and rationale provided; 
· specifically result from the student’s participation in postsecondary education and not from day-to-day necessity; and, 
· have been incurred during the student’s study period (with a few exceptions)

Some of the disability-related funding supports available through OSAP include:
· Canada Student Grant for Persons with Permanent Disabilities
· Up to $4000 ($2000 per term) of grant funding to cover additional costs
· If approved, this funding is automatically included in your OSAP funding paid out in September and January
· To qualify, you must have at least $1 of financial need as calculated by OSAP



more…

· Bursary for Students with Disabilities (BSWD)
· [image: ]The BSWD is funded by the Government of Ontario. Eligible full-time or part-time students with permanent or temporary disabilities may receive up to $2,000 per academic year
· Funding through the BSWD is for specific disability-related educational expenses.  Application for the BSWD must be made through the Student Accessibility Services Office

· Canada Student Grant for Services and Equipment for Persons with Permanent 
Disabilities (CSG-PDSE)
· The CSG-PDSE is funded by the Government of Canada. Eligible full-time or part-time students with permanent disabilities may receive up to $20,000 per academic year
· Funding through the CSG-PDSE is for specific disability-related educational expenses.  Application for the CSG-PDSE must be made through the Student Accessibility Services Office
Other Funding Resources
· NUWork
· Nipissing has approximately 150 part-time, work study, student jobs on campus each year
· We have employment opportunities in residence, library, computer labs, administrative offices, research office, faculty areas & student union
· For more info on NUWork (including link to the NUWork application which is required) 
https://www.nipissingu.ca/departments/student-financial-services/student-awards-and-financial-aid/work-study
· [image: ]For info on Student Employment Opportunities follow:   https://www.nipissingu.ca/employment-postings/student

· Other Funding
· There are many resources or awards available through ‘external’ agencies such as your local service clubs back home in your community.
· Some of the best resources are on the Web.  Some sites to check:
· https://studentawards.com/
· www.scholarshipscanada.com/
· Disability-Specific Awards
· https://www.limeconnect.com/programs/page/scholarships
· www.disabilityawards.ca
· https://www.nipissingu.ca/departments/student-financial-services/student-awards-and-financial-aid
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