ARCC proposal from Psychology Dec 2016

Submitted by: Andrew Weeks, Chair of Psychology
Motion: That the course description for PSYC 3506: Neuropharmacology be changed as described below.
PSYCH 3506: Neuropharmacology

Current Course Description

Drugs and their effects on neural function are described and evaluated in detail. Although all major pharmacological classes of drugs are reviewed, the main emphasis is on current issues in the biochemical bases of neuropharmacology. The use of pharmacological tools in neuroscience research, including clinical issues and dependence is discussed. The course will also touch on social and historical issues relating to pharmacology. The student should have a basic understanding of chemistry and neuroanatomy. This course may be credited towards Science.

Proposed Course Description

Students examine and discuss aspects of the drug-induced changes in the functioning of the nervous system. Emphasis is placed on providing a description of the cellular and molecular actions of drugs on synaptic transmission using a translational approach from genes to behaviour with reference to specific diseases/conditions. Students are also introduced to the use of Bioinformatic tools and their application to the study of neuroscience is also given. This course may be credited towards Science.
Rationale:  The updated text clarifies the content delivered in this course and makes the purpose and coverage clearer to prospective students. The voice is also now active and in the present tense.
