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Funding Your Graduate 
Program  

• Internal funding 
• Provincial Funding  
• Federal Funding 
• OSAP and other sources 

SOURCE:  2007 Ontario  Government 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Funding for graduate studies can come from a variety of sources 

Such as Internal Funding like Nipissing University Graduate Scholarships, Fellowships and Assistantships

Provincial Funding, The Ontario Graduate Scholarship

Federal Funding, Tri-Council Agencies,
	Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council (SSHRC)
	NSERC Natural Sciences and Engineering Research Council
	Canadian Institutes of Health Research (CIHR)



Internal Funding 

• Nipissing University Graduate 
Scholarships (NUGS) 

• Nipissing University Research Fellowships 
(NURF) 

• Graduate Assistantships (TA/RA) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
NUGS is a scholarship

NURF will mean that you are going to work for a supervisor on research that will be used in your own MRP or Thesis.

Graduate Assistantships means you will work either as Teaching Assistant or as Research Assistant for an assigned faculty member.

The value of Internal Funding will vary
There is no separate application for internal funding, the application for these awards is included in your application for admission.  The Admission Selection Committee for your program will recommend or nominate applicants to the SGS.



Provincial Funding 
Ontario Graduate Scholarship (OGS) 

 
• Value: $15,000.00 for 3 terms (or 

$5000.00 per term with a min of 2 terms) 
• Applications acquired by intended 

institution 
• Deadline: January 15 2013 (Nipissing) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Ontario Graduate Scholarships,

Worth up to $15000.00 per year.  10k is provided by the Ontario Ministry of Training, Colleges and Universities  and 5 K is provided by the institution

OGS is administered by Ontario Universities so you will apply through the universities you intend to apply for admissions to.

The deadline and process will also vary depending on where you are apply to make sure to check the processes for the University you intend to apply to!

At Nipissing The OGS application is included in your Admission Application, if you are a current Graduate Student there is a separate application available on the SGS website.

Nipissing deadline is Januay 15th for new and returning students.



Federal Funding 
NEW! Harmonized Canada Graduate 

Scholarship Masters (CGS-M) 
 • Value: $17,500 for 12 months 

• Single online application on Research 
Portal 

• Deadline will vary by institution 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Tri-Council Masters level awards for SSHRC, NSERC, CIHR have harmonized into 1 Canada Graduate Scholarship (CGS M).  

There is one application that is available online on the Research Portal.  On your application you will be able to select up to 5 universities you would like your application to be considered.  
Your application will go directly to the universities to be administered.

Now instead of applying through the university your registered at, you will be apply directly to the university you intend on attending. 

That means that the CGS M is no longer portable, so you must attend the university you accepted the award from, if you chose to go elsewhere or leave the program you will forfeit your award.



CGS-M  Applicant Eligibility 
• Canadian Citizen or permanent resident 
• Enrolled or intend to apply for admissions to an 

eligible graduate program 
• Have completed between 0 and 12 months of 

full-time graduate studies as of December 31st. 
• Have a “first class” average in the last 2 years of 

study 
• Not have previously held a CGS-M 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Enrolled or intend to apply for admissions to an eligible graduate program at a Canadian University with a CGS-M allocation.  The Harmonized CGS M website lists all of the universities and their allocations.

A first class average at Nipissing is 80% in your last 2 years of full-time studies, not including BEd marks.

Not have previously held a CGS-M, CGS is non renewable you can only hold one

Cannot take the CGS M aboard, you have to attend a Canadian University.  There is a Canada Graduate Scholarships—Michael Smith Foreign Study Supplements (CGS-MSFSS) available for CGS recipients who do research aboard for a period of 3 -6 months. 




CGS-M Program Eligibility 

Must have significant research component: 
“A significant research component is considered to be 
original, autonomous research that leads to the 
completion of a thesis, major research paper, 
performance, recital and or exhibit that this merit or 
expert reviewed at the institutional level as a requirement 
for completion of the program” 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Programs based only on course work are not eligible since they do not include a significant research component. 



CGS M Deadlines 

• Application Deadline: December 1st  2013 
• Results Deadline: April 1st 2013 
• Acceptance & Declines to offers: 3 weeks 

after offer is made 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Applications must be submitted on the Research portal by December 1st at 8:00 p.m. EST

All of the results will be posted using the Research Portal on April 1st (no sooner).  You will see your applications and if there is an offer or not

Applicants will have 3 weeks from the time that the offer was made to accept or decline.  Offers that have not been accepted by this date will be automatically declined.




Critical Steps in Scholarship 
Applications 

• Transcripts 
• Reference letters 
• Research Proposals 



Transcripts 
• OGS applications 

– New students, transcripts included in admission 
application. 

– Current graduate students will be required to provide 
transcripts from all post-secondary  institutions 
attended 

• CGSM 
– Required to upload all post secondary transcripts to 

their Research Portal application 

 



Reference Letters 

• Contact potential referees ahead of time 
• Ask if they have the time and ability to 

provide you with a positive reference letter 
• Provide them with all the information they 

will need 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Give your referee plenty of time
Be upfront and ask if they have the time and ability to provide you with a positive reference letter

Provide them with all the information they will need
	Copy of your CV or resume
	Copy of your transcripts
	Copy of your Research Proposal
	A list of significant accomplishments you think could be highlighted in your letter.

Like transcripts, new OGS applicants will use the reference letters from their admission applications (3) and current students (2) will be required to get new letters.
For CGS M the reference letters will be uploaded to the Research Portal application by the reviewers. (2)
 






Research Proposals 
• Objectives 

– What are you going to do? 
• Methodology 

– How are you going to research your 
objectives?  

• Contributions 
– Why is the research worth pursuing? What 

are the benefits to Canada?  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Above all else, consult your faculty members.  Have them review your proposed research, don’t be afraid to ask for help.



OSAP and Private Funds 
• Ontario Student Assistance Program (OSAP) is 

issued based on financial need.  
– OSAP is a joint venture of both the federal and 

provincial government. OSAP provides financial 
assistance for educational costs and basic living 
expenses.  

– How to Apply: Application Online 
• Private funds may be secured through 

employment, family donations etc. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Private funds may be secured through employment, family donations etc.
Lastly, OSAP and Private Funds





Reference Links 

Nipissing University School of Graduate 
Studies: 

– Funding information and deadlines 
– Events 
– Deadlines 

 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Posting this on the SGS website so you will be able to access all of these links at a later date.

Funding and information and deadlines, including polies and types of awards.
Events, where you will find information on upcoming workshops, information session and where I will post this presentation
Deadlines contains links to all of the application forms and procedures at Nipissing.



http://www.nipissingu.ca/academics/graduate-studies/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.nipissingu.ca/academics/graduate-studies/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.nipissingu.ca/academics/graduate-studies/awards-and-funding/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.nipissingu.ca/academics/graduate-studies/Pages/Events.aspx
http://www.nipissingu.ca/academics/graduate-studies/awards-and-funding/Pages/Deadlines.aspx


Reference Links 

Ontario Graduate Scholarships (OGS) 
• Nipissing University’s OGS award 

information 
• Application for  new students applying to 

Nipissing 
• Application for current students 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Application for new students, remember this is included in your application for admissions

http://www.nipissingu.ca/academics/graduate-studies/awards-and-funding/Pages/Ontario-Graduate-Scholarship-(OGS).aspx
http://www.nipissingu.ca/academics/graduate-studies/awards-and-funding/Pages/Ontario-Graduate-Scholarship-(OGS).aspx
http://www.nipissingu.ca/departments/admissions-registrar/Pages/Application--Other-Forms.aspx
http://www.nipissingu.ca/academics/graduate-studies/forms-procedures/Documents/OGS application fillable.pdf


Reference Links 

Harmonized CGS M 
• Research Portal 
• Canadian Common CV  
• Detailed Instructions 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
You will notice that the CGS M website still has an NSERC heading, they are working on removing that.  

http://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/Students-Etudiants/PG-CS/CGSM-BESCM_eng.asp
https://portal-portail.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/
https://ccv-cvc.ca/
http://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/ResearchPortal-PortailDeRecherche/Instructions-Instructions/CGS_M-BESC_M_eng.asp


Reference Links 

• OSAP 

https://osap.gov.on.ca/OSAPPortal
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