Expand your horizons   •   Embrace a different culture
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Become an “International” Student Mentor

· Would you like to help integrate foreign students to the Canadian and Nipissing culture?
· Would you like to broaden your horizons, learn about other cultures, or possibly learn a second language, thereby enabling your opportunities to consider a study exchange or overseas work opportunity?
Nipissing International is searching for Nipissing University Student Mentors who wish to be matched with our new incoming “International Students.”
Just imagine what it would be like to arrive in a new country and different culture, with no friends or family around to help ease your integration. International students will benefit greatly from your guidance and friendship through this program.
Mentoring an international student will help you develop intercultural skills while making new friends. You may learn a great deal about another country, different traditions, food, religions, economic and social policies and family value systems. 
Nipissing University’s new international students for 2006-07 include both full-time degree seeking students and senior level exchange students from our partner institutions. They hail from the following countries: Australia, France, Germany, Ireland, Japan, Mexico, The United Kingdom, The United States, and several other countries.
Am I qualified?

• We are looking for Nipissing students who have the ability to assist students who are unfamiliar with our campus, university academics and community.  You should be a good ambassador for our university, and be willing to show our newcomers around the campus and help them better understand the processes for studying and enjoying student life at Nipissing. 
• You should be open to differences and have an interest in people from other countries  who have a different lifestyle, in order to effectively assist their integration to Canadian student life.
What’s involved?

• Nipissing International is looking for approximately 25 Nipissing student mentors who wish to take on the exciting challenge of mentoring one new international student who is coming to Nipissing and North Bay for the first time.
• “International” Student Mentors are expected to be available to guide and assist their international mentee during Frosh Week and throughout the academic year. We anticipate that you to take part in at least some of the events and activities organized for international students through the new Nipissing International Department.

• Mentors who elect this opportunity will be provided with additional training to effectively assist students new to Canadian culture and academic systems and an intercultural training session that will take place on Tuesday September 5th, from 4:00-5:00 p.m., after which you will meet your international mentee to embark on an evening event “Dining in The Bay.” 
Take a leadership role to plan or participate in other events during the week such as: a bus tour of the city, a Canadian cultural event, and/or a weekend camping trip in September 2006. 

To sign up, complete the International Student Mentor Application form and submit it to the Nipissing International Office, in Student Affairs A201

BY Friday, April 14, 2006.
Sign me up!
To indicate your interest in becoming an “International” Student Mentor complete this page and return it by to the Nipissing International Office in Student Affairs A201 by April 14, 2006
Karen Strang, International Services and Programs Administrator
karens@nipissingu.ca 
tel 705-474-3450 ext. 4105
Yes, I am interested in becoming a mentor for one new international student at Nipissing University for the 2006-07 academic year. 

By completing and submitting this application, I am indicating that I will be available to attend the International Mentor Training on Tues. Sept. 5th and participate in other activities organized for international students and mentors during this week (Sept 5-6, 2006).
	Name 
	

	Summer Phone Number 
	(          )                                                     Effective until: 

	E-mail Address
	

	Anticipated Arrival Date at Nipissing University
	


1. Indicate your international experiences or encounters (such as travel, exchanges, communication with international students, friends or family).
2. If you have a preference, list the countries/nationalities where our international students hail from, with whom you would be most comfortable being matched.
3.
List any second language(s) that you feel comfortable communicating in.
4.
Have you considered participating in an international study exchange, and if so, where?

5. I am interested in organizing an event or activity for international students the week of  


September 5-9.  Please check off all that apply:


□  
Dining in the Bay, Sept. 5
□   Canadian Cultural Activity


□
Bus Tour of North Bay

□    Weekend camping trip near Algonquin Park


Karen Strang will be in contact with you in early August if you checked off any of these boxes.

