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In Napoleon's late 18th century invasion of Egypt is often taken as a significant initial confrontation between the “modern West” and “the unchanging Orient.” Many people are unsure about those terms today but the invasion does mark something of a turning point in relations between Europe and the Muslim Middle East.

Juan Cole's book was written by a scholar with appropriate linguistic expertise and  access to documentation in both Egypt and France, so that he was able to present ideas, prejudices, and motives from a variety of people on both sides of the invasion.  Your job is to write a research paper, based primarily but not entirely on Napoleon’s Egypt, which explores some important aspect of the invasion and its effects on the world then and later.

What seems most promising to me is any topic that addresses what the French thought they were doing and why, what the Egyptians thought of the French and why, discrepancies between stated motives and actions, and misunderstandings that affected events and where they came from.

Remember this paper, like other papers, is part of an ongoing conversation about this historical period.  I strongly suggest that you take a point raised by some modern writer or one of the people discussed in Napoleon’s Egypt and make your paper a reaction to that other person's view -- whether through agreement or some degree of disagreement.  This will give your paper the kind of focus that will be satisfying to the reader.
Length: 8 pages
Due: December 3
Worth:  20%

Make sure to include proper references (footnotes at the bottom of the page, following Rampolla), a bibliography, and page numbers (don’t number the title page).
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