
Nipissing University  
HIST 3425  -- Medieval England
Study Sheet for Final Exam

March 2008
All questions on the final exam will be chosen from the following possibilities.

The exam will be three hours long.

I. Identifications  (50%)

Identify and briefly discuss the significance of 5 of the following terms:
Parliament

Poll tax

Henry V
John Balliol
Battle of Poitiers

Isabelle of Angouleme
Robert Grosseteste

Writs

Piers Gaveston and the Despensers

Eleanor of Aquitaine
Statute of Labourers

Joan of Arc
Henry III’s Sicilian Policy

II. Essay  (50%)

Write on one of the following source excerpts: 

A.  Magna Carta, 1215
2. If any of our earls or barons, or others holding of us in chief by military service shall have died, and at the time of his death his heir shall be of full age and owe "relief" he shall have his inheritance on payment of the ancient relief, namely the heir or heirs of an earl, 100 pounds for a whole earl's barony; the heir or heirs of a baron, 100 pounds for a whole barony; the hear or heirs of a knight, 100 shillings at most for a whole knight's fee; and whoever owes less let him give less, according to the ancient custom of fiefs.

3. If, however, the heir of any of the aforesaid has been under age and in wardship, let him have his inheritance without relief and without fine when he comes of age.

4. The guardian of the land of an heir who is thus under age, shall take from the land of the heir nothing but reasonably produce, reasonable customs, and reasonable services, and that without destruction or waste of men or goods; and if we have committed the wardship of the lands of any such minor to the sheriff, or to any other who is responsible to us for its issues, and he has made destruction or waste of what he holds in wardship, we will take of him amends, and the land shall be committed to two lawful and discreet men of that fee, who shall be responsible for the issues to us or to him to whom we shall assign them; and if we have given or sold the wardship of any such land to anyone and he has therein made destruction or waste, he shall lose that wardship, and it shall be transferred to two lawful and discreet men of that fief, who shall be responsible to us in like manner as aforesaid.

5. The guardian, moreover, so long as he has the wardship of the land, shall keep up the houses, parks, fishponds, stanks, mills, and other things pertaining to the land, out of the issues of the same land; and he shall restore to the heir, when he has come to full age, all his land, stocked with ploughs and "waynage," according as the season of husbandry shall require, and the issues of the land can reasonably bear.

6. Heirs shall be married without disparagement, yet so that before the marriage takes place the nearest in blood to that heir shall have notice.

B.  Henry II, King of England: The Saladin Tithe, 1188

1. Each person will give in charity one tenth of his rents and movable goods for the taking of the land of Jerusalem; except for the arms, horses, and clothing of knights, and likewise for the horses, books, clothing, and vestments, and church furniture of the clergy, and except for precious stones belonging to the clergy or the laity. 

2. Let the money be collected in every parish in the presence of the parish priest and of the rural dean, and of one Templar and one Hospitaller, and of a servant of the Lord King and a clerk of the King, and of a servant of a baron and his clerk, and the clerk of the bishop; and let the archbishops, bishops, and deans in every parish excommunicate every one who does not pay the lawful tithe, in the presence of, and to the certain knowledge of, those who, as has been said above, ought to be present. And if any one according to the knowledge of those men give less than he should, let there be elected from the parish four or six lawful men, who shall say on oath what is the quantity that he ought to have declared; then it shall be reasonable to add to his payment what he failed to give. 

C. History of William Marshal, early 13th century
 The tournament assembled,

And none that had ever gone before 

resembled this,

nor ever before were so many blades and shafts

put into serviced in a single day, 

for matters were so arranged

that the winner of a challenge took all,

so that each man was looking out for his own fame and glory.

The opening contests lasted a short time. 

The large companies and battalions

came together savagely

and with great ostentation,

neither side fearing the other in the least.  

When the companies clashed,

the crush of battle was on such a scale 

that the field was soon so covered

with  lances and splinters

that there was not so much as a way through 

to spur on their horses

without being encumbered.

The tournament was a fully-pitched battle, 

and was there a better seen.

In many spots there were skirmishes,

and the land around was so drowned by the sound of lance and 

 sword, and of helmets resounding

from the hefty blows meted out by both sides 

that any man present would not have heard 

God thundering, assuming that He had,

nor been aware of it; 

there were no weaklings on that field.

The count of Saint-Pol was taken there

by the bridle of his horse,

but the worthy Marshal,

like the valiant knight he was, rescued him

from the hands of seven and more who were striving

to do him injury and were leading him away. 

On that field the cowards stayed behind. 

There you would have seen many a banner

soiled in the mud and trampled on,

and many a knight trampled on too

when they were knocked to the ground. 

But the saying used to go that

the brave and the valiant are to be sought 

often between the hooves of horses,

for never will cowards fall down there, 

never will they so hate their lives

as to be willing to join the fray;

they take care not to do themselves injury, 

they have no wish to get involved in that. 

There you would have seen knights taken and horses won and lost.

Any man who was able to take another man's bridle 

strove with might and main to hold on to him, 

and the other did just as much to stave him off, 

to join battle with him and defend himself.

At that point, any man wishing to separate the two

by negotiation would have had little success, 

for words would have been no use whatever. 

To sum up, so much I will say,

that on that day so many feats of arms were performed 

that it was a true marvel;

indeed, all marvelled

where so many excellent knights had come from 

to sustain such a tournament.

But it was a well known fact,

and plain for all to see,

that on that day the Marshal

performed many more feats of arms by far in combat 

than any other man who had come there. 

No matter how many of them were amassed,
as soon as he launched himself into the fray, 

he overwhelmed them

so with mighty blows

that they all withdrew.

They were unable to stand their ground.
D. Jean Froissart: The Discontents of the Duke of Gloucester (1390s)

“These vainboasting French have been nearly annihilated in Turkey...I know not why we have any truces with them:  if it were war with them, as we have good cause for quarrel, we would wage it now more successfully than ever, for the flower of the French chivalry is slain or in captivity.   Our countrymen wish for war, for without it they cannot exist, and idleness to men at arms is death.  I swear, therefore, by God, that if I be alive, and in health, two years hence, the war shall be renewed, for I will not keep any truce or peace.  The French have shown how little they have regarded them in former times, and have, by whatever treacherous and underhanded means they could devise, deprived us of the Duchy of Aquitaine, which was given up to my late lord and father, in conformity to a sound treaty of peace... 

"I am the last of the royal family of England; but, were I believed, I would be the first to renew the wars, to retaliate for the wrongs that have been done us, and which they are daily doing by the connivance and weakness of our rulers, more particularly of our head the king of England, who has allied himself by marriage with the daughter of his enemy the king of France.  That is a sure proof he will have no war:  certainly not:  he is too heavy behind, and only wishes for the pleasures of the table and the amusements of ladies.   That is not the life for men at arms, who are desirous of renown and profit...” 


