Nipissing University
HIST 3805 – History of Islamic Civilization
Paper on David B. Edwards’ Before Taliban
April, 2009
Before Taliban was written by an American anthropologist to explain the diverse origins of the Afghanistan jihad of the 1970s and 80s. Your assignment is to find something interesting in the thoughts or experience of the people he described, write about what have learned from the book and what the importance of that insight is, and convincingly put your own analysis or point of view across to your reader.
Remember this paper, like other papers, is part of an ongoing conversation about historical events and their meaning.  I strongly suggest that you take a point raised by the author or some other modern writer or one of the people discussed in Before Taliban and make your paper a reaction to that other person's view -- whether through agreement or some degree of disagreement.  This will give your paper the kind of focus that will be satisfying to the reader.
I have given examples of themes I found interesting and quotations that I found stimulating in my blog, Before Taliban (http://beforetaliban.blogspot.com/).  I expect you to have a look at that material.
It may be possible to do a good paper using only the single book, but I strongly suggest using other sources.
Make sure to include proper references (footnotes at the bottom of the page, following Rampolla), a bibliography, and page numbers (don’t number the title page).

Length: 8-10 pages
Due: April 1
Worth:  20%
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