HISTORY 2055

Ancient Civilizations

Study Sheet, November 2007

This study sheet contains all the material on the upcoming term test.  The actual terms and sources will be selected from the following material.

Part I (worth 40%).    Identify briefly and discuss the significance of four of the following terms:

Sumeria     Çatal Hüyük        Aten              Gilgamesh       Pericles         Solomon    
Samaritans        Phoenicia      polis        Assyria               pyramids         habiru   
Part II (worth 60%).
Write a short essay on one of the following sources:

The Palette of Narmer
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Abraham’s Covenant
Bible, Genesis 17


     1 When Abram was ninety-nine years old the LORD appeared to Abram, and said to him, "I am God Almighty;  walk before me, and be blameless. 2 And I will make my covenant between me and you, and will multiply you exceedingly." 3 Then Abram fell on his face; and God said to him, 4 "Behold, my covenant is with you, and you shall be the father of a multitude of nations. 5 No longer shall your name be Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for I have made you the father of a multitude of nations. 6 I will make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations of you, and kings shall come forth from you. 7 And I will establish my covenant between me and you and your descendants after you throughout their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to      your descendants after you. 8 And I will give to you, and to your descendants after you, the land of your sojournings, all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession; and I will be their God." 

     9 And God said to Abraham, "As for you, you shall keep my covenant, you and your descendants after you throughout their generations. 10 This is my covenant, which you shall keep, between me and you and your descendants after you: Every male among you shall be circumcised. 11 You shall be circumcised in the flesh of  your foreskins, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and you. 12 He that is eight days old among you shall be circumcised; every male throughout your generations, whether born in your house, or bought with your money from any foreigner who is not of your offspring, 13 both he that is born in your house and he that is bought with your money, shall be circumcised. So shall my covenant be in your flesh an everlasting covenant. 14 Any      uncircumcised male who is not circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin shall be cut off from his people; he has broken my covenant."   15 And God said to Abraham, "As for Sar'ai your wife, you shall not call her name Sar'ai, but Sarah shall be her name. 16 I will bless her, and moreover I will give you a son by her; I will bless her, and she shall be a mother of nations; kings of peoples shall come from her." 17 Then Abraham fell on his face and laughed, and said to himself, "Shall a child be born to a man who is a hundred years old? Shall Sarah, who is ninety years old, bear a child?" 18  And Abraham said to God, "O that Ish'mael might live in thy sight!" 19 God said, "No, but Sarah your wife shall bear you a son, and you shall call his name Isaac. I will establish my covenant with him as an everlasting covenant for his descendants after him. 20 As for Ish'mael, I have heard you; behold, I will bless him and make him fruitful and multiply him exceedingly; he shall be the father of twelve princes, and I will make him a great nation. 21 But I      will establish my covenant with Isaac, whom Sarah shall bear to you at this season next year." 

     22 When he had finished talking with him, God went up from Abraham. 23 Then Abraham took Ish'mael his son and all the slaves born in his house or bought with his money, every male among the men of Abraham's house, and he circumcised the flesh of their foreskins that very day, as God had said to him. 

The People Demand a King

Bible, 1 Samuel 8

[1] When Samuel became old, he made his sons judges over Israel. 

[2] The name of his first-born son was Jo'el, and the name of his second, Abi'jah; they were judges in Beer-sheba. 

[3] Yet his sons did not walk in his ways, but turned aside after gain; they took bribes and perverted justice. 

[4] Then all the elders of Israel gathered together and came to Samuel at Ramah, 

[5] and said to him, "Behold, you are old and your sons do not walk in your ways; now appoint for us a king to govern us like all the nations." 

[6] But the thing displeased Samuel when they said, "Give us a king to govern us." And Samuel prayed to the LORD. 

[7] And the LORD said to Samuel, "Hearken to the voice of the people in all that they say to you; for they have not rejected you, but they have rejected me from being king over them. 

[8] According to all the deeds which they have done to me, from the day I brought them up out of Egypt even to this day, forsaking me and serving other gods, so they are also doing to you. 

[9] Now then, hearken to their voice; only, you shall solemnly warn them, and show them the ways of the king who shall reign over them." 

[10] So Samuel told all the words of the LORD to the people who were asking a king from him. 

[11] He said, "These will be the ways of the king who will reign over you: he will take your sons and appoint them to his chariots and to be his horsemen, and to run before his chariots; 

[12] and he will appoint for himself commanders of thousands and commanders of fifties, and some to plow his ground and to reap his harvest, and to make his implements of war and the equipment of his chariots. 

[13] He will take your daughters to be perfumers and cooks and bakers. 

[14] He will take the best of your fields and vineyards and olive orchards and give them to his servants. 

[15] He will take the tenth of your grain and of your vineyards and give it to his officers and to his servants. 

[16] He will take your menservants and maidservants, and the best of your cattle and your asses, and put them to his work. 

[17] He will take the tenth of your flocks, and you shall be his slaves. 

[18] And in that day you will cry out because of your king, whom you have chosen for yourselves; but the LORD will not answer you in that day." 

[19] But the people refused to listen to the voice of Samuel; and they said, "No! but we will have a king over us, 

[20] that we also may be like all the nations, and that our king may govern us and go out before us and fight our battles." 

Xenophon (c.428-c.354 BCE): 
The Polity of the Spartans, c. 375 BCE

When Lycurgos first came to deal with the question, the Spartans, like the rest of the Hellenes, used to mess privately at home. Tracing more than half the current problems to this custom, he was determined to drag his people out of holes and corners into the broad daylight, and so he invented the public mess rooms. As to food, his ordinance allowed them only so much as should guard them from want.....So that from beginning to end, till the mess breaks up, the common board is never stinted for food nor yet extravagantly furnished. So also in the matter of drink. While putting a stop to all unnecessary drink, he left them free to quench thirst when nature dictated.....Thus there is the necessity of walking home when a meal is over, and a consequent anxiety not to be caught tripping under the influence of wine, since they all know of course that the supper table must be presently abandoned and that they must move as freely in the dark as in the day, even with the help of a torch. 

It is clear that Lycurgos set himself deliberately to provide all the blessings of heaven for the good man, and a sorry and ill-starred existence for the coward. In other states the man who shows himself base and cowardly, wins to himself an evil reputation and the nickname of a coward, but that is all. For the rest he buys and sells in the same marketplace with a good man; he sits beside him at a play; he exercises with him in the same gymnasion, and all as suits his humor. But at Sparta there is not one man who would not feel ashamed to welcome the coward at the common mess-tables or to try conclusions with him in a wrestling bout;....during games he is left out as the odd man;....during the choric dance he is driven away. Nay, in the very streets it is he who must step aside for others to pass, or, being seated, he must rise and make room, even for a younger man....

Lycurgos also provided for the continual cultivation of virtues even to old age, by fixing the election to the council of elders as a last ordeal at the goal of life, thus making it impossible for a high standard of virtuous living to be disregarded even in old age....Moreover he laid upon them, like some irresistible necessity, the obligation to cultivate the whole virtue of a citizen. Provided they duly perform the injunctions of the law, the city belonged to them each and all, in absolute possession, and on an equal footing....

I wish to explain with sufficient detail the nature of the covenant between king and state as instituted by Lycurgos; for this, I take it, is the sole type of rule which still preserves the original form in which it was first established; whereas other constitutions will be found either to have been already modified or else to be still undergoing modification at this moment. 
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